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Public health and Hudson River advocates take fight to Albany 
in campaign to push GE on PCB cleanup

New evidence shows amount of PCBs remaining in the river will continue to poison fish and endanger health of New Yorkers

GE dumped the toxic chemical into river for decades, 
now plans to end work in 2015, though there’s much more to remove 

Public health advocates joined Hudson River fishers, boaters and municipal officials to urge GE to address its outstanding obligations — beyond the current EPA-mandated project — to do much more to clean up the Hudson River at an Albany news conference today.

The groups cited new scientific evidence — including a report by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) — showing that significantly more PCB removal must be done before the Hudson’s fish can become safer for the public and commercial and recreational use of the river can recover. 

“GE dumped the PCBs into the river, and if it doesn’t remove more of them, we’re left with a 200-mile long Superfund site which is a danger to the health of anyone who breathes the air along the Hudson or who boats on or fishes in the river,” said Dr. Kathleen Nolan of Physicians for Social Responsibility-New York and a longtime public health advocate.

Sponsored by the Campaign for a Cleaner Hudson’s lead groups — Clearwater, Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), Riverkeeper and Scenic Hudson — the news conference is part of a Hudson River Advocacy Day in the Capital, which includes visits by Cleaner Hudson to key legislators who represent districts along the river. 

Flanked by signs that warn fishers not to eat Hudson River fish and a large replica of a striped bass, speakers said state legislators should join their fight as they made the case for GE to fulfill its responsibilities to clean up the river after an EPA-mandated cleanup project ends later this year. 

GE dumped millions of pounds of toxic PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) into the Hudson starting in the 1940s, devastating fish and other wildlife and damaging fishing, other industry and air quality along the river. After a decades-long battle, the federal Environmental Protection Agency ordered GE to remove 2.65 million cubic yards of PCB-contaminated sediment from the Hudson north of Albany—a number that it believed at the time would remove about 65% of the PCBs in that portion of the Upper Hudson.

The campaign’s goal is to persuade GE to conduct critically needed dredging in the Hudson’s PCB-laden navigational channel and remove additional acres of highly contaminated river sediments that have delayed the river’s full recovery. Both of these PCB cleanup needs have been documented as barriers to much-needed restoration projects, so addressing additional dredging now would even likely help the company by getting a portion of this liability off its books.

The EPA-mandated cleanup, which began in 2009, is scheduled to end this year. But with so much contaminated sediments slated to be left in the river, the advocates say that the job is far from done – and recent studies back them up. 

“Overly optimistic”

Two recent studies documented the continued harm GE’s PCBs are causing, with one explicitly concluding that more removal work must proceed. 

· NOAA’s study, released earlier this month, showed that the original models used in planning the Hudson River recovery “were overly optimistic.” 

· In a reference to the work GE is doing in the Upper Hudson, NOAA also concluded that “additional removal of PCB-contaminated sediment in the [Upper Hudson River is] needed” to achieve the reductions targets in the Lower Hudson River’s PCB levels the EPA originally set for GE’s PCB-removal project. 

· In April, the Hudson River Natural Resources Trustees released “Injuries to Hudson River Fishery Resources: Fishery Closures and Consumption Restriction,” which documented the continued harm PCBs have caused to river fish and the fishing industry along the 200-mile stretch of the Hudson south of the former GE plants in Hudson Falls and Fort Edward. (The Trustees are the NOAA, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the State of New York.) 

Studies from the Institute for Health and the Environment at the University at Albany also have documented the danger to public health from the Hudson’s PCBs.

“Our research studies have clearly shown that the health of people living along the Hudson River is compromised because of PCBs coming off the river into the air and being inhaled by local residents,” said David Carpenter, the Institute’s Director. “The health of people living near the river will be adversely affected until and unless the remaining PCBs are removed,” Carpenter added. 

“As it is, generations will know that GE polluted the Hudson,” said Gil Hawkins, President of the Hudson River Fishermen's Association, which has led efforts to remove PCBs from the river for decades. “There is a direct correlation between the amount of PCBs in the river and the safety of eating its fish. Now, with further dredging, GE has the opportunity to be known as the company that cleaned it up.” 

Strong support for a cleaner Hudson

The Campaign for a Cleaner Hudson includes individuals and civic, environmental, and business groups along the river who are advocating for GE to take responsibility for its massive toxic mess.

Sixty-five municipalities along the river have passed resolutions in support of the campaign’s goals, including the City of Albany and Orange, Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, Saratoga, Ulster, Washington, and Westchester counties. (See full list on p. 4.) 

“We’ve lived too long with a river that can’t be used the way it should. The navigational canal, the left-over acres of contaminated sediment and the floodplains remediation need to be addressed aggressively so river communities can continue the hard work to rebuild our economies and secure a healthier and safer future for all of us,” said Thomas Richardson, Supervisor in the Town of Mechanicville in Saratoga County. “We are here today to make sure our state representatives understand why GE’s work must not stop until the job is done.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]My association with the Hudson goes back to the late 1960's when I was assistant varsity crew coach at Arlington High School in Poughkeepsie,” said, Frank Bergman, President Emeritus, Hudson River Boat Yacht Club Association. “I fell in love with it, but it had a lot of pollution. As the years passed, the Hudson became cleaner-much of the man-made pollution like sewage, oil residue and other things that fouled it were greatly reduced. People swam in it again and fish were caught and eaten. But then studies showed that PCBs dumped in the Hudson by GE had caused a real-life cancer threat. By then, I was President of an organization representing over thirty boat clubs on the lower Hudson—the Hudson River Boat & Yacht Club Association—and Commodore of the Pirate Canoe Club in Poughkeepsie. Then, we backed the effort to get GE to remove the PCBs from the Hudson. Today, I ask that GE continue their great effort to remove as much of the PCBs from the Hudson as possible. For the people who live along the Hudson, who catch and eat the fish from the river and whose drinking water is sourced there. Do it, GE, and do the right thing for the people of New York.”

“Every Superfund site in the country requires the polluter not only to clean up the mess they made – which GE hasn’t finished – but to compensate the public for the injury and loss of services from the pollution,” said Dan Raichel, Staff Attorney at NRDC.  “GE is on the hook and must fulfill its obligation to all of us who live along the Hudson.”

“GE has the expertise and time to remove this pollution,” said Ned Sullivan, President of Scenic Hudson. “The company still faces significant liability for the damages its pollution has caused and as part of that obligation should do some targeted additional dredging for the health of the river and to clear a commercial shipping channel its pollution has hindered for decades. GE’s PCB legacy—and more important the future health and economy of the Hudson River Valley—are on the line. If GE doesn’t meet its responsibilities, then taxpayers of New York State will be left to pay to clean up the company’s mess.”

Cleaner Hudson said its main message today to Albany legislators is that they should “speak up now to make sure GE steps up and removes more of the PCBs it dumped. Otherwise, New Yorkers will either have to live with a poisoned river or foot the bill for the cleanup themselves – and that’s not right.”
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Lower Hudson Municipalities which have passed PCB resolutions
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Columbia County
Town of 
	Livingston
Dutchess County
City of
	Beacon
Towns of
	Dover
	Rhinebeck
	Washington
Villages of
	Millbrook
	Millerton
Orange County
Orange County Legislature
City of 
	Newburgh 
Towns of
	Cornwall
	Highlands
	New Windsor 
Village of 
	Maybrook 
Putnam County
Putnam County Legislature
Westchester Putnam Association of Town Supervisors
Rockland County
Rockland County Legislature
Town of
	Ramapo
Villages of 
	Airmont
	Montebello
Sullivan County
Town of
	Mamakating
Ulster County
Ulster County Legislature
City of
	Kingston
Towns of
	Hurley
	Lloyd
	Marbletown
	New Paltz
	Olive
	Rosendale
	Wawarsing
Villages of
	New Paltz
	Saugerties
Westchester County
Westchester County Legislature
Westchester Putnam Association of Town Supervisors  
City of
	Peekskill 
Towns of
	Bedford
	Cortlandt
	Greenburgh
	Lewisboro
	Mamaroneck     
	North Salem
	Ossining
	Somers
Village of 
	Croton-on-Hudson

Upriver Municipalities which have passed resolutions calling for Navigational Dredging:

Albany County
Cities of 
	Albany
	Cohoes
	Watervliet
Village of 
	Menands
Rensselaer County
Rensselaer County Legislature
Town of 
Schaghticoke
Saratoga County
Saratoga County Board of Supervisors
City of 
	Mechanicville
Towns of
	Halfmoon
	Moreau
	Northumberland
	Saratoga
	Waterford
Village of 
	Schuylerville
Washington County
Washington County Board of Supervisors
Towns of 
	Easton
	Ft. Ann
	Ft. Edward
	Greenwich
	Kingsbury
	Whitehall
Villages of 
	Ft. Edward
	Hudson Falls
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